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SUBJECT: CONSULAR ACCESS TO DETAINED AMERICANS 


REF: DAR ES SALAAM 2798 

1. EMB. OFF. CALLED ON PRISON OFFICER MSANGI MORNING AUGUST 17. 
MSANGI EXPLAINED THAT PRISONS SERVICE IS WAITING FOR LETTER 
FROM MIN. OF FOR. AFF. AUTHORIZING CONSULAR ACCESS TO DETAINED 
AMERICANS. EMB. OFF., CITING CONSULAR TREATY, EMPHASIZED 
URGENCY WITH WHICH WE WISH TO HAVE CONSULAR ACCESS. MSANGI 
THEN TOOK EMB. OFF. TO COMMISSIONER OF PRISONS NYAMKA. 

2. NYAMKA REPEATED PROBLEM NOTED BY MSANGI THAT FON. MIN. 

HAD NOT YET SENT LETTER TO PRISONS AUTHORIZING CONSULAR ACCESS. 
HE ASSURED EMB. OFF., HOWEVER, THAT AS SOON AS LETTER ARRIVES, 
CONSULAR ACCESS WILL BE ARRANGED. EMB. OFF. DEPARTED, RETURNING 
TO FON. MIN. 
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3. FON. MIN. OFFICER CHUMA, WHO IS NOW HANDLING 
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CONSULAR ACCESS MATER, SAID IT WAS HIS UNDER- 
STANDING DURING PHONE CONVERSATION WITH PRISONS 
YESTERDAY THAT LETTER FROM HIS MINISTRY IS NOT 
NECESSARY. HE QUICKLY ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT IF PRISONS NEEDS 
A LETTER FON. MIN. WILL SEND ONE. CHUMA PROMISED TO SEND LETTER 
TO PRISONS BY MORNING AUGUST 19 WITH COPY HAND-CARRIED TO EMB. 

4. COMMENT: AS EXASPERATING AS THIS MATTER IS, WE BELIEVE WE 
ARE CURRENTLY CONFRONTING PROBLEM OF BUREAUCRATIC INEFFICIENCY 
IN TANGOV, CHUMA SEEMS TO BE DOING BEST HE CAN IN HELPING US 
AND NYAMKA, WHO WAS CORDIAL BUT CORRECT DURING MEETING WITH 
EMB. OFF., ALSO APPEARED SINCERELY WILLING TO FULFILL HIS END OF 
AGREEMENT. 

BEYER 
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